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maternity have made her position deplorable. Though the Constitution
of India assures political democracy, the woman has been pushed
out from the arena of politics thanks to the prevailing social and
economic inequality. Thus, the ideas of inequality, differentitation,
and male superiority do not allow the woman to participate in modern
life actively. In essence, our unscientific outlook prevents us from
proceeding on the path of progress.

Even though they take to jobs women do not enjoy freedom.
You do not find happiness in their faces. The reason is simple.
It is either her father, brothers or husband who have rights of control
and appropriation over her earnings. She is nowhere in the picture.
The social and cultural life of the woman has become a tragedy.
She is compelled to purchase her husband with money. Thus,
marriage is not a union of minds, not of affections, and not of
individuals; it can be safely affirmed that marriage is between two
families, same castes and two layers of status. Neither any religion
nor any code of law and morality, from the Vedas to Manu and even
thereafter has considered the woman an individual. Even though
some importance has been accorded to humanity in ancient Hindu
culture, a lot of prominence and significance is still given to fear,
devotion, service, Godhood and religion. Our tradition has equated
service and devotion to husband as equivalent to a higher and nobler
life in the world of gods. That is why women worship their husbandks
as "living gods"; they sing their praise and beg for favours. In return,
they receive nothing but humiliation by way of kicks and beatings
from their husbands.

. A human being is born free. That is to say, the individual
has the right to a life of freedom. But the woman's freedom is negated
in the name of religion, honour, family welfare and social prestige.
The cruelty in this situation is that she has to give up her freedom
willingly. Even if she resorts to suicide, even at the time of death,
as a culmination of her effort to get likberation from the sadistic
behaviour of her husband, she states that she herself is responsible
for her death. There are many cases when women, murdered by
their husbands gave dying declarations that they had committed
suicide! To what deplorable state have the women been reduced,
thanks to the indoctrination of religion.

Neither any man opposes nor any religion objects to the
exploitation of the woman's body in pornography, advertisements and
cheap media. What happens to her sacredness, and the great culture
of ours? Religion speaks with two voices; ft lays down two standaitite